Protection of the ocular surface after keratoprosthesis surgery: the role of soft contact lenses.
To evaluate the short-term therapeutic value of soft contact lenses in patients with keratoprosthesis. Nineteen patients with a collar button-shaped keratoprosthesis were fitted with a soft contract lens and evaluated for the protective effect on the surrounding cornea. The lenses were found to be highly protective against evaporative damage to the corneal surface around the device. They were well tolerated and could remain clean and in place for months. One infection occurred. A soft contact lens can be of considerable protective value to the cornea surrounding a keratoprosthesis.